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An Analysis of University Ranking of
Asian Countries
Nonglak Wiratchai

Suwimon Wongwanich

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study and to compare the university
ranking organized by Asiaweek, and to analyze several variables which were selected to
predict the qualities of the universities. The documentary data consisted of the result of Asiaweek
university ranking published in May, 1998, and variables pertaining to countries and universities. The
empirical data were the results of opinion survey of 26 experts, administrators in higher education
institution, and authorities in educational measurement and evaluation. The research
instruments were recording forms and questionnaire. Data analyses were content analysis for
qualitative data ; descriptive and inferential statistics, including factor analysis and multiple
regression analysis, for quantitative data. The research results indicated that of all 22 factors
that were used in Asiaweek university ranking, there were only 5 factors that were most
appropriate and valid. They were proportion of faculty members who earned doctoral
degrees, number of articles published in the international journals and asian journals, research
supporting fund and number of books in library per student . The weights used to develop the
composite factors in Asiaweek university ranking were in accord, but a little bit lower with those
set by the experts in the areas of financial support and research products. Variables
significantly affecting the quality of the university, from multiple regression analysis, were number of
published articles, rate of entrance to higher education, government educational expenditure and
secondary education enrollment ratio for universities focusing on interdisciplinarity. For
universities focusing on sciences and technology, number of published articles was the only
one that had significant effect. Comparing among countries having similar ranks of
universities, it was found that other countries had higher social and economic status and

invest more in education than Thailand.
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